Melwood Spring Activities 2025

Melwood Conservation Group aims to put on at least one event per year to which the
public are invited and a spring bird walk has always been one of the most popular.
This year the walk was held on Saturday, 10™ May, starting at 8 am, from Topcliffe
Mill and walking along the line of the river Mel to the Melwood Nature Reserve. The
date was selected to allow for the arrival of summer visitors, which should be singing
to show ownership of territory or to attract a mate by mid-May. As in 2024, the walk
was lead by Mike Foley, a very knowledgeable BTO volunteer, and 17 members of
the public joined the walk. Keen bird watchers will be well aware that in woodland,
birds are much easier to hear than to see but with advances in technology, there are
now apps to put on a smart phone that can listen to the calls in the vicinity and offer
an identification of the most likely species present. Some of the participants on the
walk made use of these to confirm what could not be seen. In all, 19 species were
recorded on the walk. | was unable to join the walk but whilst waiting on the seat for
the group to reach Melwood, | was able to add one species to the list and confirm 2
that were not recorded with confidence, so a total of 20 will appear on the list on the
Melwood Conservation Group website. The most unexpected record was that of a
Nuthatch, more commonly associated with Oak woodland rather than the
predominantly Ash, Maple and Sycamore along the Mel.

Within the reserve, May saw the meadow get its first cut of the year. The grass was
already quite long and very green and lush, so raking up after the cut was hard work
and the area remained more covered than we would have liked. A further cut will be
needed sooner than anticipated. Along the sides of the path through the meadow,
there is an area where the grass is finer and holds more potential for small flowering
plants such as clovers and trefoils. Yellow rattle, a semi-parasitic species widely
used in conservation for supressing the vigour of grass, should be able to establish
in this band, where the coarse grasses in the centre of the meadow seem to be too
much for it. Once established, it may gradually spread out into the rougher areas.

All round the area and the paths through the wood, Hedge Parsley has grown in
profusion and created a carpet of white blossom during most of May. By June, the
bloom has gone and the forest of plants is now covered with green, unripe seeds.
The next work party will need to cut and clear this before the seeds ripen and drop
and smother wider areas next year. Cleavers is a problem here and in most other
reserves in the area but an early start to pulling it up has prevented some of its
smothering habit and we will need to maintain the pressure

It is pleasing to see some flowers on the Stinking Iris. Although often dull blue in
colour, those in Melwood seem to be mostly yellow and make a bit more of a show.
Other species flowering at this time, like Dusky Cranesbill ,Red Campion and Herb
Robert are useful to pollinating insects but are not much of a show of colour for
walkers.
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